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IPDATI 
SNIFFER DOGS; Ii F.F. 3 
�ike Goss wrote of the 
canine junkias legend. 
As one �ght expect, this 
rumour has now arrived in 

"C!Uefl TM doclt anltfw national cartoon form. 
c10e hu armed. • 

CAT FLAP. F.F. 4 documented the Durham Puma alert and only on report 
has been noted since then. The Northern Echo of Jan. 8 reported toe 
policeoi ficer investigating s!ghtings was called tha previous day to 
liest Corntorth. A procass workar with Steetley Minerals, Malcolm 
Conolly, saw what he believed was a big cat which left tracks in the 
snow. However, P.C. Eddie Bell thought they were left by a dog, possibly 
a rottweiler. 

�· F.F. 4 also documented the fears of Welsh sheap farmers that 
foxes captured in towns and cities were being deliberately released into 
the countryside. A new claim had been made by members of the Brecon & 
Radnor branch of the Jational Farmers' Union, whose executive said there 
was outrage at reports that the RSPCA was responsible. While admitting 
no one had seen such releases, an executive spokesman said rural areas 
were rife with such rumours which had been strong enough to convine 
farmers. A spokeswoman at its headquarters in Horsham stated: •the RSPCA 
has never releases foxes into the country. To say so is complete 
nonsense. Ye just do not do it.• <Liverpool Daily Post, 18/2/87; credit 
J. 6 C. Bord>. 

AIDS. like Goss has excellently elsewhere this issue come to grips 
with AIDS rumour. There's AIDS stories each day in most newspapers and 
some have a lagend context. Just as during the miners' strike there were 
claimsof soldiers masquerading as police on picket lines, one suspects 
Shadow Social Secretary Xichael Xeacher was similarly reacting, and the 
Minister responsible, Jorman Fowler, had to deny that any children were 
being detained in secure accommodation because they have the AIDS virus. 

How long before "The Stolen Specimen• tale will switch from urine 
&ample stolen by a maths tramp ta AIDS testae as victim? Also I've 
warned of the dubiousness of anything supposedly relating to 
Johannesburg, so the tale of the bogus doctor there getting 
homosaxuals&acked by telling their bosses they have AIDS is doubtful 
<Sun, 23/2/87>. Ye can't move on without a Peter Tory item <Star, 
2/4/87>, alleging a O.S. gay newspaper i& offering the chance to 
purchase Greg, a 6ft. lifelike •play guy.• This •Greek cowboy• vinyl 
blow-up with optional extras has the assurance; •se is SAFE and never 
says no.• 

3. 

URBAN LEGENDS 

(An introduction> 
By Jan 
Harold 

Brunvand 
Last August 8 Chicagoans reading Xike Royko's popular column in the 

Chicago Tribune were treated to an urban legend disguised as a fish 
story. Royko relayed a whopper told by a Chicago broadcasting executive 
who heard it firsthand from an avid fisherman. 

In this thrice-told tale the fisherman said he invited friends of his 
to dine on a Lake Michigan salmon. But the cat got to the fish first, 
nibbling on it. The host flopped the cooked fish over and served it 
anyway. Later the cat was found dead, so the guests rushed to a hospital 
to have their stomachs pumped. The next day the fisherman learned that 
his cat had died in a car accident, not from food poisoning. 

Royko was unable to substantiate anything in the story beyond that the 
alleged source IS a fisherman. "Never mind,• he concluded, "it's a fine 
yarn . • 

One week later - bombarded with variant versions of the dead cat story 
by readers - Royko admitted that "what we obviously have here is an 
example of what the scholars call ' urban folklore'." He learned that his 
source had heard the story from a pal in Colorado. 

The poisoned pet has the hallmarks of an urban legend - its origin is 
a "FOAF" <friend-of-a-friend>; the plot is bizarre, but believable; the 
alleged facts are unverifiable; and, most important, the basic story has 
been traditional for decades. 

Other urban legends describea batter-fried rat, a hookman terrorising 
a lovers' lane, a stolen urine sample mistaken for liquor, and a new car 
filled with cement by a j ealous <but mistaken) husband. I have 
catalogued nearly 300 such pieces of contemporary folklore and written 
three books about them. 

The title of my first urban legend book refers to a ·classic American 
ghost story with a specific Chicago variation. This is •the Vanishing 
Hitchhiker,• in which a ghost-girl disappears from a moving car. She's 
called •Resurrection Xary" in these parts, because of her supposed 
destination back to a grave in Resurrection Cemetery on South Archer 
Road. 

Vanishing hitchhiker stories, popular since the turn of the century in 
the U . S. ,  are exceptions to the rule that most urban legends are 
plausible and deal with circumstances of daily life. plots centre on 
things like shopping malls, microwave ovens, work, vacations, crime, and 
celebrities. 

The specifically "urban" nature of these stories is not always strong. 
Perhaps •suburban" or j ust •modern• would be better terms, since the 
stories centre not so much on city life as such but on traits of human 
nature. 

One definitely urban theme in these legends is suspicion about 
neighbours from different ethnic backgrounds. Lately the influx of 
South-East Asian refugees into American cities spurred a revival of 
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Since urban legends deal with ao many things that COULD happen - even 

if the probably DIDH't - and since they are told by credible friends of 

our& a�out believable FOAFa, they are easy to trust when we hear them, 

and they are tempting to retell. 

1 h salAam attemot to perform jokes will freely chat about the 
la�\� \a� Qtrue� story they've heard, about the attempted abduction of 
a small child from a shopping mall, or the outrageous price supposedly 
charged by a big cookie company for ita spacial recipe. 

In my urban atudiaa I collect auch stories and obaerva their 
variation&. Than by comparing the texts, obs�rving their storytelling 
contexts, and isolating the consistent versus the variable themes, I 
want to learn how and why such stories continue to be told. 

One obvious factor is people'& continuin love of a good a�ory. Beyond 
the simple appeal o! a suspenseful plot, is the typical warning function 
of urban legends. they imply, •this is the way things are,� or •This 
shows something you ought to be doing.• 

From the sensible advice to •Always check the back seat ot your car,• 
to the paranoid •oon't buy this proauct manufactured by Satanists,• the 
urban legends we love to tall serve as modern tables. 

Vhen I debunk urban legends, soma readers claim that I spoil·all their 
fun. Yhat this indicates is that many people tell them as much to be the 
centre of attention for a while as for their supposed literal truth. 

Almost everyone has heard urban legends and finds them fascinating. As 
a result, besides having invitations to speak at acadeuuc conventions or 
on university campuses, I have been interviewed on national radio and TV 
shows, including four times on •Late Night with David Letter�n.• Twice 
Letterman deviated from the planned topics to tell me a story remembered 
from his boyhood in Indiana. 

Beside& review& in the scholarly jornals, my books were discussed in 
the Jew York Times, Time, U.S. News and World Report, People, Whole 
Earth Review, and even Penthou&e. The reader response has varied, 
depending on the nature of the periodical involved. Some people write to 

. me in amazement that stories they have heard are untrua; others are non­
plussed that anyone could possibly believe such nonsense. 

Lately, with my books reiasued abroad, mail has increased from Europe, 
Australia, and law Zealand. While the structures and basic plot elements 
of foreign urban legends remain constant, specific details vary. 

The .future of urban legends seeiD& to be Umi tless. Just recently, I 
have heard new ones about a lover taking revenge on her ex-roommate by 
dialing Tokyo time service on his phone and leaving it off the hook for 
days; a man about to be arrested for driving drunk who takes advantage 

CAPTAIN EASY BY CROOKS & LAWRENCE 

of the officer's distraction and drives home, but in the cop's car 
rather than his own; and a small pet carried off by a large bird <an owl 
in law Xexico, a pelican in Australia, and a pergrine falcon in downtown 
Salt Lake City>. 

Even computer bulletin boards reached via personal modems are used to 
disseminate urban legends. Whatever the means of circulation, these 
appealing but utterly fictional •true• stories fill our needs for comm­
entarie& on or warning about the modern world in the form of storylore. 

Why should a collage professor study urban legends? I maintain, it is 
simply because they're there, as the second most popular form of modern 
oral narrative. Urban legends are right behind dirty jokes in popular­
ity. If these stories are so common in modern urban culture, I think it 
behoves us to aak •vny?• 

Incidentally, approve of academic attention to dirty jokes too, but 
I'll leave that to other urban folklorists. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

AIDS: 
Condom-boy sent home � 

A BOY who wore a condom on a neclcJace wu sent home !: from school yeslerd:ly. Antbony MeUa. 1&. of Wednesbury "" West Midlands. s:Ud: M lt s:ays on TV you should :>Jw:s� � �ndom. I did it for a lau(h. � Ch:arles Kln� <:: � disci:tbw�� ::::::���
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Heaven- sent 
By Michael 

Go ss 
t=olklore 

'One Richard Parsons of Chalford in Gloucestershire 
in playing at cards, wished his flesh might rot 

' 

and his eyes never shut, if he lost the next g�e 
At night, in going to bed, he observed a black 

• 

spot upon his leg, from which a mortification 
soon ensued, and he died in a few days in a very 
miserable condition'. 

Well, of course he did. Served him right, too. Most readers contemP.or­
-ary with this sobre little 18thC. item from the Gloucester JournaiD 
would have expected nothing else� had Richard Parsons' rash blasphemy 
gone unpunished, something would have been very wrong with the universe. 
You simply couldn't tempt Providence like that and get away with it. 
And how satisfying that the punishment should fit the crime so liter­
-ally� Parsons received no more than he'd wished upon himself and bein! 
an obviously rotten individual inwardly (spiritually) it was mete that 
divine justice should make his rotteness externally visible. Which, 
needless to say, ought to stand as a dire warning to others. There's 
a suspicion that 18thC readers would have felt somewhat let down if 
the story had ended any other way. 
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Times and the people occupying them have changed . On the surface we 

are too sophisticated - too cynica l  - to expect £E to need cautionary 

ta l e s  like this . It comes as a s hock to rea lize that the integra l 

re l ationship betwee n  mor a l  and physic a l  corruption , between spiritua l  

sickne s s  and the materia l kind, is b elieved i n  j us t  a s  strong ly today 

f lkl leve l . For this ( and for not much els e )  we - at leas t, on a o o re 
have to thank AIDS . 

"Back off. chum. they still haven't found a cure tor 11. 
you know!" 

"l think I'm going to start 1 
a n£mour that you can catch 
Aids bJI talking endl�ssl¥. I about it at dinner parties. 

The Government's warnings 
about the dangers of Aids 
seem at least to be gelling 
through to schoolchildren. 
According to this week's N.ew 
Scientist, 11ounysters p!aymg 
tag in at least one Billington 
primary school no longer call 
the catcher "it". Instead, the 
children /lee the unfortunate 
victim crying "he's got Aids". 

�o.ilJ T�l��''fl ''/'/8T 

Maybe the surprise is misplaced . How coul d  AIDS f ail to attract to 
its e l f  a body of folklore, particularly of the urban belie f  tale or 
rumour-legend kind? Inside a space of much· , . much less than a decade 
AIDS has arise n  from being an obscure disease to something posing a s  
an a l l-conqueroring, rampant symbol o f  P andemic, striding the wor ld 
with scythe brandished a l o ft . It is the kind o f  grotesque image we 
have s el dom seen since the Middle Age s , yet apparent ly bang up to date : 
the Grim Reaper a-go-go . If this didn ' t  generate its own folk lore , 
something would be very wrong with the universe . 

Contemporary folk lore is meant to ref lect current fear s , uncertaint­
-ie s and moral dilemmas and few aspects of modern living are so replete 
with fear , uncertainty and moralistic implications than the AIDS 
issue . Ora l ly or in print, legends and rumour s convey the s e  things, 
o f ten pushing some cautionary "message " by means of exaggeration o r  
f antasy . However , the morals and values uphe ld in the se storie s a r e  not 
confined to the AIDS busines s ,  but be long to a much broader cu ltura l  
subs et . I n  fact, AIDS-lore i s  just the late s t  mode of carrying warning s 
which support certain societa l s tandards that can be identified in 
urban l egends as a who l e . And if the s e  values should appear racist , 
s exist or any other kind of "-ist " ,  we oughtn't be too s hocked at that , 
either . Here again the materia l can be used so that individual tale­
types act as "evidence" corroborating the bias in que stion , typifying 
perceived dangers from alien ethnic groups invading our c u l ture or 
perhaps from subgroups and minorities already inside it . 

Ina smuch as it seems to promote a strange ly archaic vision where divine­
-y inf licted dis ease is dealt out as a punishment for human laxity , AIDS 
- lore has a didactic kind of ro l e . The gods are j ust and of our p l e as ant 
vices make instruments to plague us ; we've had the me s sage be fore and 
often , but it doesn't hurt to get a reminder . But AIDS isn't merely a 
punishment on the active sinners among s t  u s ; in that a l l .  or most are 
equa l ly vu lnerab le to the virus , we are prone to receive punis h-
-ment for not punishing those sinners . Conceivab l y  part of the back l a s h  
against the permissive life-sty l e  o f  t h e  'Sixties a useful s capegoat 
o f  an era upon which virtual ly anything can b e  blamed , from unemp loy­
-met and economic depression to f a l l ing gate s at soccer matches - there 
have been cries that moral r e form is l ong overdue and AI DS fits the 
bil l  to a nicety . Several j ournalists c laim to have detected a b arely 
ma sked smugnes s , a " to ld-you-so " kind o f  g loating , when the Whit.ehous e s  
and Andertons of this world a r e  asked to give an opinion o n  AIDS . To 
be fair , the smugnes s may have been in the eye of the beholder ; the 
j ournalis ts may have caught a g limps e  of what they anticipated they 
would see and maybe even wanted to see . But if present it was, AIDS is 
an ambiguous a l l y  in any moralistic debate . As Venetia Newal l  said in 
her Pre sidentia l Add�es s  to the Folklore Society on 15 August 1 9 85 :  
'Church peop l e  who thunder about the wrath of God - a fo lkloric sub j ect 
if the re ever was one - wou ld do we l l  to remember that AIDS has reached 
epidemic proportions in Central and East A�ca, where it af fects 
mis sionaries , nuns and other pious people' � 
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Ambiguous or not, AIDS- lore functions rather like a behaviour control 

system , a serie s o f  correctives to perceived mor a l  and socia l d angers . 

Urban legends frequently appear to support e stab l i s hed be liefs and 

values : moderation in conduct , the s uperiority of o ld way s  and be liefs 

over new ones and s o  forth . Here behaviour c ondemned a s  antisocia l or 

aberrant - which may have proven stubbornly resistant to other forms 

of restraint - is put in its place by fear of AIDS . John Lydon ( former 

Johnny Rotten} has gobbed h i s  last : the ace-spitter is now reported ly 

shunning London venues l e s t  f an s  raised in the punkish traditions of 

expre s s ing approval which he himself he lped to popu l arise wil l  s pit 

ove r him . QD Children are no longer warned off Red- Indian sty l e  b l ood­

brother rituals by threats o f  b l ood poisoning , but through invokation 

of the AIDS threat .� So to s exual licence , which by vague conce nsus 

has " gone too far " : AI DS-lore is the cure for that. 

On a re latively innocent leve l , Kis sogram gir l s  are s aid to be only 
pa rt-earning their fee s ; they' l l  wil ling ly pose a s  provocative ly-clad 
parodies of S a lvation Army fema l e s , but • •  they avoid mouth contact , 
which strikes me as a littl e  like a contradiction in terms , if not a 
contravention of the Trades Description Act.� And nothing could better 
i l lustrate the power of mod ern rumour than the " S ailors Beware" warning 
aimed at a class of men who s e  sexual voracity is the very stuff of 
legend . QD With the imminent return of thousands of mate lots in the 
G loba l ' 8 6 Fleet - men whom , it was feared , might not appreciate the 
extent and· s everity of Britain's AIDS problem- an official warning was 
posted in war ships and naval bases to the effect that a P l ymouth prost­
-itute had been diagnos ed as having the dis ease - much to the annoyance 
of P lymouth hea lth o f fice r s , who criticized it a s  'codswa l l op' . And in 
s hort order the nava l authorities admitted they were wrong . No such 
diagnosis had been made ; they had been thrown into panic by rumours 
picked up by seamen at pubs and c lubs in Union S treet , 'P lymouth's 
notorious red light district ' ,  one version of which specif i ed only 
that two prositutes were l i ving with a ma le AIDS carrier . The rumour 
was jus t  that - an unsubstantiated statement - but like mo st rumours 
it was horribly bel ievab l e . And even usefu l , too , a s  the defence offered 
by a Navy pre s s  spokesman made clear : ' " Maybe we over-reacted , but it 
was felt in the best interests of the men to warn them of the dangers 
rather than take no actio n " ' .  Except that there was no g enuine danger 
which they required to be warned about • • •  

Where logic and rationa l  argument fail to curb human inc linations , 

rumour legend may go part-way towards succeeding·�· Sexual licence is 
habitually viewed as no less of a danger for its being human , �s it 
carries with it a hint of moral contagion : the more so when the 
practitioners can be seen as somehow aberrant or deviant. Homos exual s  
are especially vulnerable to this kind of attack. Whil e  they represent 
only a minority , that minority is numerically large enough to command 
attention ; their new-found outspokeness and refusal to remain as punch­
bags for popu.lar condemnation makes it all the more possible to depict 
them as some kind of subvers ive threat . 

Consequently they are on the receiving end of a folk-process which 
attempts to override their reasoned arguments and appeals for to leration 
and which advocates a return to the strict old belief that homosexuality 
is basica l ly abnormal and thence a punishable perversion of the natural 
order . It's no accident that among the hardest tasks facing health 
authorities has been the need to educate people away from the idea that 
AIDS is a specifica l ly homos exua l diseas e .  Derogated as disseminators 
if not the originators of the virus , homos exua ls have taken on the 
unenviable ro le played by Jews at the time of the Black Death : blamed 
for having it and suspected of wantonly spreading it to others outside 
their sect and birthright. Happily , the analogue isn't perfect . Acros s 
Europe Jews were sometimes made to pay for theirrumorise�role with 
their lives 0 

Much AIDS-lore acts as a reinforcement of the "unnaturalness" of homo­
-sexuality; herpes is a love story , AIDS is a fairy-tale . In the paper 
mentioned a little while ago Venetia Newal l  cites examples from what 
could be an endless store of j okes based on the assumption (or pretence ) 
that AIDS is a uniquely homosexual a il ment : as .satirised in a radio 
comedy broadcast which reported that a direct link had been found 
between AIDS and going to see the plays of Oscar Wilde , or �immodest 
two-liners like : 

"What do you ca l l  a group of gay musicians?" -
"What do you call a couple of gay lawyers?" 

And so on , ad nauseum . 

Answer : Band-AIDS . 
Answer : �egal AIDS 

At the same time , there is an emerging complement of full-blown AIDS 
legends such as "Putting the bite of fear on you" . E! readers won ' t  be 
too amazed to find it appeared QD that seminal source of printed urban 
be lief tal e  material ,  The Star . 8 'A young man of our acquaintance has 
• • •  suffered the most nightmarish of attacks outs ide a seamy Edinburgh 
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nightc lub known to be frequented by a l l  manner o f  persons of a homo­
-sexual inclination,• opened the artic le, its odd ly-el aborate diction 
throwing out the s tronges t c l ue tha t what f o l l owed wou l d  have a high ly 
" literary• f l avour. A 'bearded and extremely agitated drunk ' emerged 
from the club and, seizing the unfortunate ' s  hand, a sked : ' "Have you 
got AIDS, dearie?••. On being told that the answer wa s , " No" , the 
hirsute urban terror immediately s ank his teeth into the victim ' s  arm 
and ran o f f  shoutingt ••well, you have nowl" ' .  The writer ' s  informant 
c l a imed to have seen the teeth-marks . ' The awf u l  thing about this 
disturbing s tory • •  is that the wretched young man, whose name we know 
but pre fer not to publis h, may no t learn for years whether the incident 
wa s just some dread ful joke • •  or • •  otherwise ' .  

We l l, th i s  might be the kind of up-f ront piece of news reportage that 
it poses for being, but per sonally I have my doubts . The story has the 
glorious ly apocrypha l tone of out-and-out legend whe re ano nymity is de 
r igeur ; trans lated back f rom the writer to his corre s pondent/informant 
who attributes it to 'a young man of our acqua.int ance ' ,  you have yet 
another friend-of-a-friend . The thing is put beyond criticism by the 
narrator ' s  a s surance that he ·could name the ' wretched young man' if he 
chose, but of course he doesn ' t  and won ' t .  Fina l l y , it meets prior 
expectation and group bel ief s  on how stereotype gays ta lk ( the victim 
is addre s s ed a s  " dearie " )  and thei r  evi l  motives ( d e liberate ly infect­
-ing the innocent s traight community) . 

AIDS-lore supports the s t a tu s  quo: the o ld, s ecure mor a l  order which 
app l i ed bef ore the f ree-thinker s  came a l ong and comp licated everything . 
S p ir itua l ly, a lso, it harkens back to a more conserva tive way of think­
-ing where cautionary tales are told to correct d angerous ,  widespread 
fallacies . S cience from Darwin onwards thre atened to rep l ace God , but 
now God has reasserted h imsel f; S cience is pathetic a l ly he l p l e s s  to 
de fend us from this

�
new p lague . And o f  cour s e, p l ague s are sent not only 

to punis h  but to remind us o f  our vulnerabi l i ty . Like the inhabitants of 
London . in �665 we can only chalk o n  our doors the p l ea, "Lord Have 
Mercy Upon us• • •  and pray. 

But addi tionally there comes the sugges t ion that S cience has drawn down 
thi s  curse by more direct means . Through its irre ligious pride and 
its attempts to take over God ' s  role - reference the creation of test­
tube l i fe - S c ience has c reated Death . This is the rationale behind one 
of the mos t  prevalent forms of AIDS-lore, whereby the yirus is said to 

<continued in Page 23> 

BOOK IIVIIWS 
•tHE XEXICAI PBT• by JAI HAROLD BRUIVAJD <Y.Y. lorton & Company, 

tU-95>. 

It's funny how when someone else identifies a •new- urban legend, it 
triggers one's own memory of hearing the same tale-- and not at the 
same time realising its apocryphal content. Half-asleep on an overnight 
train to London I was ragaledby a woman from Stevenage about how she had 
assiduously collected the ring-pulls from cans for some charity effort 
only to find later the whole can was made of the same aluminium. Her 
anger was not that she had been hoaxed -- she had yet to face up to this 
-- by the widespread legend, but she would in future be keeping whole 
cans f or this spurious Samaritanism. 

Brunvand's third collection of modern myths has several new tales to 
me and others where believed

. 
info�mation is questioned. Another case 

-:,--·,·· . ..  ··-:-.....--, 

'Uncle Mac' ·dies 
The children's favourite 

.. . 
b

.
eing the children'S radiO S!lOW Where 
the presenter makes a crass remark 

when he thought he was off air. In my 
childhood it was Uncle Mac on Sat­

urday mornings and I <blush> f ailed 
to keep the cutting on how he was sup­
posed to have refferred to his junior 
listeners in derogatory terms and it 
was inadvertently broadcast. ABOVE RIGHT: 

Media boob! A compositor f ails to rule 

off Uncle Mac's death f rom a picture of 

the lata Brian Jones, of the Rolling Ston�s:_ 

But what of that phenomenon of rumour becoming truth? 

Brunvand excels with his 
coverage of •the Dolly 
Parton Diet.• The journ­
alistic odyssey of one 
reporter shows the stamina 
we hacks have, but I must 
remind readers cf the Bai 
Lin tea claims in Britain 
as extolled by equally 
well-endowed models Sam 
Fox and Xaria Yhittaker, 
who claim it loses them 
pounds in weight and i& 
supposedly genuine. 

,,,,,..1-:.=:Ma. 
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While on the subject of sexual titilation, I was very amused by •the 

Surprise.• Here a campus prank goes embarrassingly wrongwhen a student 
returns from the shower thinking only his roommate will be in the room. 
Unaware his girlfriend and her parents have paid a surprise visit, ha 
swings wide the door, drops his towel and with hand gripping his penis 
screams, •Bang, bang, you're dead!• 

The condo�embarrassment tale here, I read of recently attributed by 
�yles Brandreth to having really happened to humorist Tim Brooke-Taylor, 
Similarly here a Xrs Cellar claims primacy to facts in the widespread 
story of sex and green stamps. Others would have kept quiet. 

!& for •the Bothered Bride•, a colleague heard aversion ofthis 
allegedly happening to someone from my hometown of Hartlepool. In 
precis, at the reception the newly-wed husband got up and thanked 
various people as is etiquette and then turned to his best man, accused 
him of sleeping with his bride recently and stormed out announcing he 
was taking a solitary honeymoon. The reporter angagedfor two days on 
this matrimonial sleuthing scoop finally rang the manager of Newcastle's 
Gosforth Park Hotel, and asked if it had really happened there. •No,• he 
replied, •t•va heard that story. I thought it happened at your town's 
Grand Hotel.• It didn't. Well, it didn't, did it? 

Yhat we have here is a splendidly written-up set of more •newM 
legends. Also some •old favourites• from Brunvand's previous books are 
aired again. I found this rather irritating. Perhaps they were for the 
benefit of newcomers to the genre and I hope it was not a padding-out 
e�ercise. Xajor categories are covered: animals, cars, 
horrors/anxieties, contaminations, sex, crime, and ethnic issues and 
personalites Cthem and us>. There is a fine flow in •the Mexican Pet," 
but I hope with a four�h book the authorwill not be tempted to 
punctuateit with backtrackings. The store of urban legend goodies is 
still far from exhausted. 

•tHE BOOK OF IASTIER LEGEIDS• by PAUL SMITH CRoutledge & Kegan Paul, 
t4-95> 

In F.F. 1 we reviewed Dr Smith's earlier volume of apocryphal 
anecdotes, •the Book of Hasty Legends.• Now he's back with a new 
selection. It is to his credit as both collector and compiler, that as 
an assiduous listener and clipster for a decade, I still managed to be 
unacquainted with no fewer than 18 of the tales. In fact, the one about 
the girl trying to relieve herself on the piste made me for the first 
time since hearing it 20 years ago doubt a colleague's •true• story. 

! fellow journalist reminisced of covering a minor league soccer 
match. The ground did not have such facilities as a Press box so the 
sports reporters had to sit on the terraces. One in particular had to 
file a detailed report at half-time and knew he would not have time to 
both phone his copy and visit the toilet. The gallon or se consumed pre­
match weighed heavy on his bladder. !t a colleague's insistence that no 
one would notice, ha cautiously unzipped his fly below a lengthy coat 
and proceeded to urniate. What ha had not bargained for was the extreme 
cold of the day and ground. Billowing clouds of steam rose up around him 
as he was unable to stem the tide of second-hand ala and his neighbours 
uproarious guffaws. 

But was it true? It has alwaya·been well appreciated when I've told 
the tale and no onehas so far challenged its veracity. But I wonder ... 

!nether colleague swore blind the huge worm being starved and 
encouraged out of the human body happened to a friend, or friend of a 
friend. Only in this version the sufferer neither ate nor drank for 

.. 

than swallowe� a large g!ass ox neat whiskey. The shock 
sufficient for it to jump out of the man's mouth as a 
and it was several !eat long! I have even seen an 

several days an� 
for the war� was 
way of escape 
article which 
Lambton Worm, 

argued that soma dragon legends, such as that of the 
have their antecedents in tapeworms infesting humans. 

It's a while since I heard the castration by ethnic ainority tale, but 
it made a page lead in Darlington's lorthern Bcho when a gypsy was so 
dealt with for raping his sister. The police wasted many man hours 
checking campsites to see it there was any truth in the story. 

But sometimes a tale does come true. Perhaps because ita perpetrators 
are aware of the legend. ! real-life happening vary similar to •the 
Double Theft• was reported vary fully in 1980 when professional burglars 
invited York travel writer David Yaadon out fer a meal -- and then 
raided his luxury home. While kicking his heals 30 miles away, expecting 
to sell the dormobile he had advertised to someone who had phoned 
showing interest, his home was being ransacked. •It was a very clever 
idea to get me out of the house,• he said. The !rea tickets ruse was 
used in the plot of an episode of the TV soap •Jeighbours• 
this March. 

Also in an •odds and ends• section in •1 Xathematician's Xiscellany,• 
by the late Proi. J. E. Littlewood CC . U.P. , 2nd. ad. 1986; spotted by 
Xichael Behrend> appears the one Smith calls•My Mistake.• --- •Chicago: 
A professor, de�ained until after dark at the University in the 
winter,had to go home across the snow-covered Xidway Plaisance. The way 
was by a coupla of planks, and you had to wriggle past anyone going the 
opposite way. the proies&or brushed past someone, and happened at once 
to notice that his watch was missing. Summoning up all his courage and 
bravado he rushed at the man:'Give ma that watch.' To his intense reiiei 
the wa�ch was �ekly handed over. When he got home his wifa said: 'You 
know, dear, you went out without your watch.•• 

While on the subject of •criminal activity,• I'm sure all F.F. readers 
will have come across newspaper accounts of missing garden gnomes which 
supposedly send postcards from abroad. When I worked in Hull in the late 
Sixties, it was discovered that undergraduates had a bet on as to who 
could steal the most of these dubious objects. A student was stopped 
because one of his car lights was malfunctioning, and the policeman then 
saw a row of plastic elemental& on the back seat along with boards stuck 
to stakes bearing such mottoes as •I SAY GBO TO GNOMES,• which replaced 
the abductees. 

As for moon walks, right-thinking people know this to be a fabrication. 
Challenger proved it. Anyway, it's just a modern version of all thosa 
tales of who was there first: Columbus. Vikings, Irish monks, Phoen­
icians? In the version I read, anyway, the survey on moon trip belief 
was carried out on disbelieving Mexicans. Xakas you wonder . • . • • • • •  

have made the observation many times that urban legends which can be 
tear-wateringly hilarious in the pub do net travel so well in print. It 
is obviously economical sense to �rkat this book en the cover as 
•Humour,• but why net •Humour/Folklore•? The illustrations by David 
Austin are inventive and do add a humorous dimension. For the record, 
did have a really good chuckle at the tales on page 30 <on the pista>, 
76 <irreverent airline pilot> and 81 <penis self-mutilation>. 

Ieep abreast of the latest tales with this book. 

•REPRODUCT IOI IS FUI: ! BOOK OF PHOTOCOPY JOKE SHEBts• by PAUL SMITH
. <Routledge � Kegan Paul, t4-95> 

Human humour and ingenuity, alongside the trusty <and frequently 
untrusty> photocopier, �eeps abreast of the times.! funny recant example 
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circulating at my workplace was a crudely drawn picture of the Duke and 
Duchess of York waving to the crowds after their wedding, but when the 
fold was daftly changed revealed them in less flattering pose. Another 
drawing of a demure lady using a powder puff to her neck, when folded in 
half and turned through 180 degrees revealed her about to dab a more 
private area of anatomy. 

Xany of the pages of Dr Smith's new collection from his files are 
similar cartoons illustrating working practices, embarrassing situations 
and lavatorial and sexual scenes. The mock letters, tall tales, vituper­
ativeverse and spoof memos are often very funny and frequently grossly 
coarse. 

Such material brings many a smile on a grey Monday morning and helps 
us get a laugh out of mundane jobs. Every workplace, be it office or 
factory, has a fair share of rules and regulations where reproduced 
memoranda poke fun at authority, offend the boos from the anonimity of 
the noticeboard or slipped into his in-tray. Many make fun of life in 
general and our anxieties in particular, dating here from a 19th. 
century set of rules for hen-pecked husbands to a set of verses 
lampooning Krs Thatcher, but which were an adaptation of lines 
previously used to relate to various other post-war P.X.s. 

Dr Smith relates in an informative and witty introduction to this sub­
species of folklore how modern photocopiers can now even reproduce the 
actions of the human body. He had heard of the bizarre photocopying of a 
couple making love. A recent issue of -- I believe -- Fiesta, also 
circulating at my workplace, showed a nubile girl lying across such a 
machine and then holding a coloured reproduction of her pubic area as 11 
it was as innocent as an X-ray. Yes, reproduction is fun. 

"STRANGE OXFORD" edited by CHRIS MORGAN <Oxford Golden Dawn Publishing, 
P.O. Box 250, Oxford, OXl lAP. tl-95 plus 24p p&p, cheques payable to 

Golden Dawn>. 
"STRANGE BERKSHIRE" edited by AKANDA & CHRIS COYLEY & ALAN CLEAVER 
<Strange Publications, 65 Amersham Road, High Yycombe, Bucks. , HP13 5AA. 
tl-95 plus 24p p&p; cheques payable to Slough labile Screening Appeal. 

It has been enormously heartening that an upsurge in grassroots 
interest in folklore has taken place recently. No small praise must go 
to Alan Cleaver, of High Wycombe's Strange Folklore Society, for this 
renaissance. "Strange Oxford" commands his "inspiration and practical 
support• and he is co-editor of "Strange Berkshire." 

Both booklets are handysized A5 publications with large typeface and 
plenty of illustrations. Thus they will appeal to a wider public than 
squeezed specialist publications where the afficianado does not worrytoo 
much about peril to one's eyesight. 

•strange Oxford" looks at the city's legends and sacred sites, more 
locations of sanctity in the county, folklore and the notable 
characters. We learn of St Frideswide's holiness and her well at Binsey 
(also associated with Lewis Carrell's "treacle well" -- a whole article 

could be written on supposed Dodgson reference sites>; effigies of the 
Shotover giant and Uffington dragon <or white horse as the book 
prefers>; an Oxfordshire ley; Rollright and the Dragon Project; Somer­
ton turf maze; sheil-na-gig; mumDdng; Satanism and a particularly piece 
on Xontague Summers; Roger Bacon, W.B. Yeats & Dr John Dee. 

The only drawback is the proofreading - Alfred Yalkins, Paul Debreux, 
lan Thompson, Don Robbins, "Circles of Science• and so on -- but it is 
succinct and really whets the appetite. 

) 

As for "Strange Berkshire,• this has been put together lovingly with 
speciaaly excellent illustrations, many old-fashioned and quaintly 
humorous. Topics covered include the mysterious Herne the Hunter, 
national figure of crisis times and popularized in the "Robin of 
Sherwood" TV programme; Slough, Windsor and Thames Valley ghosts; an 
extraordinbary dreaming which led to riches; holy wells; The Montem, 
procession andpoets; the Stab lank custom and its various possible 
origins; a sensational witch trial; a warlock's death as recently as 
thel960s; a murderer caught by telegraph; and Datchat'& beating of the 
bounds with plans for 1987's event. 

Proceeds go to a mobile screening appeal, so it must be one of the 
strangest yet ways of raising money for charity. 

"LANDSCAPE LINES, LEYS AND LIMITS IN OLD ENGLAND" by IIGEL PENBICK <tl-
35, inc. p&p, Runestaff - Old England, 3 Pheasant Rise, Bar Hill, 

Cambridge> 

This booklet seeks by its evidence and ideas to bring researchers 
closer to an understanding of the phenomenon of alignments. Geographical 
alignments in most persons' minds means leys. Much has been written of 
Alfred Vatkins' old straight track with plenty of criticism. But as 
Pennick shows, this is just one of the theories connected with align­
ments. He rightly calls for the examination of the overall historic and 
topographic characteristics of an area. Local documentation can be 
researched by everyone in the hopes of adding to an indisputable corpus 
of data. 

That Roman roads, Offa's dike and the Cambridgeshire dike were 
intended as straight he sees as self-evident, and that they had a degree 
of accuracy which was commendable yet not totally perfect. 

I'm sorry if people still reading my book "Quicksilver Heritage" are 
perpetuating the myth that ley point knowledge was expunged by the 
Reformation. Since the early-70s we have come a long way. As Pennick 
observes, also, religious site appropriation goes on, nowadays English 
churches are being converted into mosques, gurdwaras and Hindu temples. 

The main sections cover the sacred history and alignments of 
Cambridge, famous for its seven-church ley, and primarily London <the 
devout paganism of whose citizens cause the southern archbishopric to be 
located at Canterbury> with a great many impressive ecclesiastical 
alignments and the Strand Ley described in detail, including dwelling on 
the practice of impailing victims' heads on spikes and a licentiously 
phallic maypole depiction on the tiles of a gents' lavatory. there is 
also relevant reference to the Peruvian pagan alignments and their 
appropriation and continuation by Roman Catholic Jesuits. In more modern 
times, June 17, 1715, to be exact, the new city of Karlsruhe was 
founded, and founded upon geomantic principles having a deliberate 
mystical significance plus solar orientation. Similar cosmological 
practices were at work in Britain in this period, particularly in Bath. 

Of importance to ley hunters and their problems of accuracy and wish 
to have the blessing of the Establishment, Pennick shows how top arch­
aeologist Sir Cyril Fox's incontrovertible work on Offa's Dike shows 
"long alignments were carried out 1200 years ago, and the limits of 
deviation from a bullet-straight alignment acceptable to archaeolog­
ists. "It's a pity that doyen of the old guard, Glyn Daniel, who died 
last December, was not so aware. Indeed, Pennick's book shows how Dan­
iel's "lunatic fringe" has become recognised as an "alternative 
academy.• 



THB EDITOR APOLOG I SES TO THOSE AUTHORS AND PUBLI SHERS 
WHOSE BOOKS AID BOOKLETS WE WERE JOT ABLE TO REVIEW 
THIS I SSUE . REST ASSURED THEY W I LL BB COVERED AID YE 
HOPE TO CATCH UP W I TH THE BACKLOG IEXT ISSUE . 

MAIAIIHB 
RBVIBWS 

The funny item on the r i ght appeared i n  The West 
Sussex Gazette for December 31 , 1986. Seems f rom 
the cartoons, Bxcali bu r  is enj oy i ng popular i ty .  

PEHDRAGOI. 4 i ssues i nc .  Pendragon Society membershi p  t4-50; 10 

dollars . From 42 Bu rghley Road , St Andrews , Br i stol , BS6 5BN . •• r-' 

Jo . 68 . Almost totally a book � 
rev i e ws i ssue w i th s i x  pages of an • / 
i rate Ri chard Coon condemning R . A .  

• 

�1 
G i lbe rt' s revi e w  <referr i ng to my � 
own revi ew in THE SHAKAI he wr i tes 

• such scholars as Geo f f rey Ashe and 

Paul Screeton have expressed the i r  

grat i tude t o  me for my l i st of 'would­

be' i mmortals , • when what I actually 

wrote was: • He g i ves a fasc i nat i ng 

list of a fe w h i stor i cal and legendary 

f i gures who have attai ned phys i c al 

i mmortal ity or are assoc i ated with i t .  

Howeve r ,  I would suggest cauti on b e  ex­

erc i sed here , as so many such tales f i t  

pe rf ectly within sub-types o f  the ' van­

i sh i ng h i tch-hi ker' moti f . •  Grat i tu de? 

io. 69 . Arti cles on early Chr i st i an i ty 

in Br i ta i n; fresh speculati on on pre­

h i stor ic cultures; on mazes lost for 

words; f i rst day covers. Ho. 70 . 

<combined with 69). Revi ews and 

comments on past i ssues . 

� 
Comic comrades 
red 'herring'? 

Prankuen planted a fake 
Soviet sub in a quiet pond 
near Selsey, West Sussex, 
with a Yuletide message to 
passers-by- "From Runia 
with Love". 

They chose the pond 
near Sidlesham aqueduct as 
port for their submarine -
and on the bank left a man­
high replica of a Cock­
bum's port bollle bearing 
their festive message. 

Last year Excalibur, 
· 

r! ed 6 an unseen hand, 
ou 0 

... 

.. 

FLS JEWS. Jewsletter of the Folklore Soc i ety . Bi annual. t1 p . a .  to non­
me mbers. c/o University College London, Gower Street, London YClE 6BT . 
Jo . 3. Brief, i nformal round-up of events such as conferences , lectures, 
publi cat!aM6� research pleas and pub-lore survey i n i t i ated . 

TOUCHSTONE. Mag of Surrey Earth Myste r i es Grou p .  Q. 4 i ssues t2 . 
Cheques payable to J. Goddard, 25 Albert Road, Addlestone, Wey br i dge , 
Surrey, KT15 2PX. No . 9. Disappo i ntment at lays on TV; arti cles on free 
energy and microwaves, also in AXSKAYA lo . 2 <same address and pr ice> 
along with !any Wedd thought communi cati on pi ece introduced by Phi l i p  
Hesalton. TOUCHSTONE No . 10 . Ali gnments i n  Oxfordshire and Lancashi re 
custo i ms .  No . 11 . The Goddards v i s i t  Avebu ry; Chr i s  Hall reports on 
T . L. H .  Koot 86; folkloreof Mother Ludlam' s Hole grotto. No . 12 . Fuller 
p i ece on Mother Ludlam legends by C hr i s  Hall. AHSKAYA lo. 3. STAR Rally 
di sappoi ntments; Yedd article repring (cont. 4 > ;  Harti an myster i es; Kary 
Long remi n i sences of Yedd era .  la. 4 .  Call for taki ng i n i t i at i ve with 
Space People , book revi ews ,  letter and notes . 

QUEST. Western Mystery Trad i t i on .  Q. Payments to • Quest• , BCM -- SVCL , 
London, WCl 3XX. S i ngle copy tl-20; su b .  t4-50; U . S .  10 dollar b i lls 
a i r ma i l .  No . 66 . A rune for gamblers; angels; publ i c i s i ng wi tchcraft 
and the occult and making contacts. No . 67 . Arti cles on spi r i tual 
evolu t i on ,  pol i t i cs ,  r i tual, runes and Gra i l .  No . 68 . Rei ncarnation; 
seek i ng solo; astrology and i nvestment; Russi an forest spi r i t; runesand 
flower augury; from sword to st i c k  f i ghti ng .  No . 69 . Xore runic; 
T i betan retreat in Dumfr i esshi re; magical technology beyond sc i ent i f i c  
and bel i ef systems . Plus pu bli cat i ons , meeti ngs and re v i e ws .  

UFO BRIGAN TIA.  Journal of the Vest Yorksh i re UFO Research Group. S i x  
issues t5-50 . Payable t o  MWYUFORG", 84 Elland Road , Bri ghouse , Yest 
Yorkshi re, HD6 2QR. No .  24 . I ncludes what must be the f i nal word on the 
Cracoe Fell debacle, i ncluding colour photograph showing the phenomenon 
to be reflected li ght . Phantom hel i copters over the Penni nes retrospec­
t i ve; Stealth F-19 supoer secret a i rcraft; local i nvest i gat i ons; reviews 
and cartoons. 

NORTHERN EARTH MYSTERIES. Journal of the Northern Ear t h  Myste r i es 
Group. Holds meet i ngs and annual moot . New address 103 Derbyshi re Lane , 
Norton Lees, Sheffield, S8 9EN. Three i ssuesa year . Su b .  t2-50. Cheques 
to "Northern Earth Myster i es . M No. 32 . Founder ed i tor Phi l i p Heselton 
bows out after se ven years . Phi l i p  brought both enthus i asm and much 
commonsense to the magaz i ne -- a hard act for the ne w ed i tors to follow. 
D i alect i cal mate r i al i sm debate in full f low. J i mmy Goddard wr i tes of 
lays and other eart h mysteri es aspects of h i s  M i dlands holi day and also 
on the 1986 Northern Moot, wh i le Helen Yoodley at the Stoke Garden 
Festival found pos i t i ve and negat i ve aspects, and Rob V i lson notes the 
Haxey Hood Game custom he deta i ls now v i s i ts a w i ne bar. Paul Bennett 
descr i bes a w i ll a' the wisp expe r i ence . 

XAGONIA .  Independent j ournal examini ng anomalous phenomena and the i r  
i nteracti on with soc i ety and the i nd i vi dual. Q .  U . K .  t2-50 for four 
i ssues; U . S .  5 dollars. Cheques to be made payable to John R i mme r .  
Address: John D e e  Cottage, 5 James Terrac e ,  Mortlake Chu rchyard, London, 
SY14 8HB .  io . 24. Emphas i s  on earthli ghts/fi re ballphenomena. Hi ke Goss 
puts mystery lu minescence back into tradi t i onal folklore su pernatural 
mot i fs and spi r i t  survi val; Dav i d  Clarke f i nds i n  h i s  spookli ghts in 
trad i t i on and folklore pi ece a 1919 arti cle assoc iating the phenomenon 
w i th Castle r i gg stone c i rcle . More arti cles and book rev i ews. 

IEARA JOURNAL. Kag of the Jew England Ant i qu i ti es Research 
Assoc i at i on .  Essenti al readi ng for all earth myster i es researchers with 
plenty of assoc i at i ons between Brit i sh s i tes and U . S .  one s .  Membersh i p  
and details f rom 172 Rob i n  H i ll Road , Chelmsford , XA., 01824, U . S . A .  
Jo . 73 . David G uynes presents a readable and erudite account of Bnglish 
roc k i ng stones w i th many old illustrat i ons. Jon Woodson's i ns i g htful 
essay on H . P .  Lovecraft ' s  interest i n  A me r i can me galiths is also a j oy 
<not enti rely shared by a contributor i n  76). Plus map readi ng and site 
locati ng; site report; newly-located i nsc r i pt i on and translati on 
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i8 . 
specu l a t i on;  rev i ews and IEARA chapters news each issu4 . No. 74 . 
Apparent l y  anc i e nt rock structures and a l i gnments in a Massachuse tts 
f orest . Vermont stone chambers and mora o f  the Mystery H i l l  site riddle . 
lo .  75. Devoted to Mystery Hi l l  debate . lo . 76 . Massachusetts parched 
stones;  runastone trans l a t i on;  pre-Col u mbian contacts. 

FORTEAI T I XES. The foremost j ou rnal of strange phenomena . Q. Sing le 
issue t1-50 ; 4 i ssues t6 ; U . S. 12 do l lars. From 96 Mansf i a ld Road, 
Londo n , IW3 2HX. lo . 47. Art i c l es on SHC inquest , several on Ha l l e y '  s 
Come t ,  corn c i rc l e s ,  unsuspected pregnanc ies and unconsc ious births, 
e l ephants, strange eggs , odd trees , i nc l udi ng screaming ones ) 

cente narians; digests of worldwide Fort ean events ,  book reviews and 
let ters. 

NORTHERN UFO NEVS. Publ icat ion of Northern UFO Research Nor th. Su b 
1986 t5-40 for 6 i ssues . Payable • JUFON• f rom 8 Yh i tethroat Wa l k ,  
Bi rchwood, Varr i ngton , Cheshi re , VA3 6PQ.  Ho . 1 1 8 .  Ed i t or Jenny 
Randles rounds on Sunday Ki rrorj ourna l i sts for the i r  cove rage of " UFos• 
p l u s  other media i nterest in UFOs ; notes on art icles e l s e where ; book 
notes; bri e f  cases bu t plenty of them. Ho. 1 19 .  Usual f eatures plus 
obi tuary on u f o l ogy f ather f i gure J. Al l e n  Hyne k .  Cove r i l l u strat i on 
shows how a UFO shedd i ng a beam of l i ght resembles a magic mushroom - ­

that ' s  worth thi nking a bout .  le . 120.  Rand l es o n  c e r e a l  c i rc l es aga i n  
-- n o  V i rg i ni a ,  they a r e  not c�used by mi ni -whir lwi nds . Extraordi nary 
Sussex vi s i t i ng ent i t i es case . lo . 12 1 .  Rand l es plausi b l y  specul ates 
that some • uFo• sight i ngs were of the U . S. A . F .  • steal th• F- 19 secret 
a ircraft . I nterest i ng background to a dubious Cumbr ian encou nter case 

and su bsequent i nvesti gat i ons. Cracoe sku l duggery . io . 122 . Edi torial 

on Cracoe debac l e <as too 123 > . No. 123 . Bedroom visi tors . 

THE LEY HUBTE R .  Senior magaz i ne of earth myster i e s .  Su b .  three i ssues 
+ su pplement , t5; U . S .  surface 15 dol l ars.  P . O.  Box 5, Brecon, Powys , 
Va l e s .  la. 1 02 .  Chunky read wi th pl enty of revi ews and letters. Var i ous 
round-ups of news ,  goi ngs-on, Xoonwatch and meet i ngs . Art i c les on Di n i ng 
l i ghts,  household energi es,  F i ndhorn and mega l i thic s i tes radiation ,  
p l us col umns i nc l uding editor Pau l Devereux o n  strai ght wal king, Pau l 
Screeton on Ian Taylor ' s  spl endid f i e l dwork and Nigel Pennick on 
Vatki ns '  cri ter i a .  <What a pl easure to read i nf ormed E . X. comment . Just 
brows i ng through · the Apr i l  issue of EXPLOR I NG tHE SUPERNATURAL I fou nd 
amidst Rodney Cast l eden ' s  art i c l e  on stone c i rc l es a de piction of 
Cast l erigg but capt i oned Long Xeg and Her Daughters ! >  

R I LKO IEVSLETTER.  Bi-annua l  mag of Research i nto Lost Knowledge 
Organi zat i on .  Membersh i p  su b t4-50 <London t5-50 ) .  From 10 Ked l eston 
Dri ve , Orpi ngton, Kent , BR5 2DR. la. 28. Intrigu i ng a l l eged 
terrest r i a l  f i gu res de l i neated by roads in Wi lts. ; J ohn A l l eyne ' s  
psychic Gl astonbury pictu res ; cyc l es of t i me ;  hand-reading;  crysta ls 
spec i f ical l y  and a l so separate l y  wi th regard to Bri tt any mega l i ths ;  book 
reviews and l etters. 

• : . 

1 n  a · · 

fl u sh :  
HOUSEWIFE Jean Taylor ­
flushed with e m barrass ­
ment when she was accused 
of using the loo too much. 

A n d  t h e  ' ' o f t l c t a l ' '  
N o r t h u m b r i a  W a t e r 
Authority letter which ar­
rived at her Black hall home 
this morning told her a 
meter would be fitted to the 
toi let to control the future 
water supply and charges. 

The first 61i flushes of the 
· loo would be free, but then a 

"sliding scale" of water 
rate c h a r g e s  w o u l d  b e  
Imposed to regulate her 
excessive use. 

But J e a n ,  o f  M e adow 
A v e n u e ,  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  
letter was a hoax when she 
realised lt  supposedly came 
from the Authority's "Time 
and Motion Department", 
which has Its head office In 
Strain Hard Street, London 
W.C. l .  

"When I started to read 
the le t t e r  I b e l i e v e d  l t  
because there was talk a 
while ago of water meters 
being fitted In homes," she 
said. 

· 

"Then, as I read it to the 
end , I realised lt was a joke . .  
While I can have a laugh 
about lt, If  an old person 
r e c e i v e d  one they m a y  
b e l i e v e  every word and 
Utlnk l t  Is official . "  

The typewrlten offlclal­
looklng letter was pushed 
through Jean's door ln a 
plain, brown, unaddressed 
envelope. 

It said she was using an 
exces�lve amount of water 

I ;., 

' �. : ··� ! . 
. .. . . 

Mra Jean Taylor, of Meadow Avenue, Blackhall 
Rocks, ponders the tax on her toilet. Picture: 

Dirk van der Werff. : 

· and a survey had shown with any queries "at your 
this was "due to over-use of · convenience." 
the W .C. facllttles." But the lavatory humour 

From November 15 she b r o u g h t  no s m i l e s  a t  
would . b e  required to pay N o r t h u m b r 1 a W a t e r 
for this extra water supply ' Authority, who say this Is 
and a meter would be fitted the first letter of Its kind 
to the toilet to "register the reported. · · 
number of times the W.C. Is · ' "Thank goodness t h i s  
flushed. ' '  lady has a sense of homour, 

It went on : "As your but this Is not the kind of 
district Is the first to come , 1 •  humour we appreciate , "  
under this scheme you have said a spokesman today. 
been allowed 65 free flushes . " We deplore this kind of 
of the W .C. after the meter thing and urge anyone who 
has been Installed." 

· 

receives a letter like this to 
: Mrs Taylor was Invited to Ignore lt. It has definitely 
c o n t a c t  the d e p a r t m e n t  n o t  come from u s . "  



From KICHABL GOSS, of Grays Thurrock, Bssex .  
BACK-tO-FRONT BUILDIIGS - - s o  they6re te l l i ng that one i n  L i verpool 

now, are they? The type of mot i f  in fu l l  runs j ust as Andy Roberts heard 
i t ,  but Wi t h  an essent i a l  appendi x: the architec t , maddened by 
frustrat ion and shame at what has become of his masterwork, shou l d  
i dea l l y  co� t su i c i de .  Anything l ess i s  a departure f rom a l l c i v i l i zed 
not i ons of good form. 

the best-known examp l e  <and the one I heard from a wa l ke r  in a pu b o f f  
the Vest Hi ghland Vay several years back >  accuses the Ke l v i ngrove Museum 
& Art Ga l l ery in G l asgow. Admi tted l y ,  it l ooks wrong ; t he entrance is 
argu a b l y  l ess i mpress i ve than the back way i n ,  but i n  fact it was a l ways 
meant to come over l i ke that . Whi ch hasn ' t  stopped genera t i ons of 
G l aswegi ans f rom be l i ev i ng the story and its coro l l ary a bo ut  the 
arch i t ect ' s  su i c i de .  Actua l l y ,  Ke l v i ngrove had two arch i t ects and 
ne i ther were moved to se l f -destruct i on ,  bu t who cares? 

How do I know? Ye l l ,  back in the Scots Magaz i ne f or Se ptembe r ,  1983 , 
Garden McCu l l och showed that Ke l vi ngrove was o n l y  one of a number of 
falsel y-accuse d ,  supposedl y-reversed bu i l d i ngs to be see n  across 
Scot l a nd . . .  and for that matter across Eu rope . Le t ' s congrat u late Andy on 
captu r i ng another b l i nd i ng • new" example of the mot i f ,  wh i c h  in i t se l f  
may be c l assed u nder a much wider head i ng of Urban Archi tecture Lore . 
< Some of these have bee n  we lded toge ther by me in an Art i c l e  f or The 
Unknown· ent i t led - wa i t  for i t - • the Arc h i tec t ' s  B l u nder . "  I ' m k i c k i ng 
myse l f  for not wa i t i ng unt i l  F . F .  4 appeared ; then I cou l d  have thrown 
t hat one in as we l l > . A l so under thi s head the re are the ta l e s  of wa l l s 
bu i l d around s l u ms  to hide them f rom v i s i t i ng V I P& < ref . N i ge l  Penn i c k  
i n  Fortean T i mes 37 > ,  stor i es of Queen V i ctor i a ' s lava tor i es ,  assorted 
Chr i stopher Vren l e gends and much e l se bes i de s .  I t  can have i ts own 
var i a nt s  on these the me s .  

Xaybe t h e  l egend arose when a common spec i o u s l y-e xpl anatory f o l k- mot i f  
was i nvoked t o  ma ke i nte l l i g i ble why a part i cu lar bu i l d i ng " l ooked 
wrong . •  A l so ,  t here ' s  a hint of conspi racy theory and the t i me l ess 
de l i ght that coma f rom see i ng an expert ma ke an i nescapa b l y-bl atant 
p i g ' s ear of some t h i ng that we ourse l ves can ' t do . the b l u nder is there 
f or a l l to see ; we can l augh at the c i v i c  d i g n i tar i es who a l l owed it to 
happe n .  And so f orth .  

Oh , and b y  the way ,  i t  isn ' t true that S t  J ohn ' s Chu rch i n  West mi nster 
was desi gned to l oo k  l i ke Qu een Anne ' s f ootst oo l .  B ut aga i n ,  does anyone 
rea l l y  care? 

From GUY SALL IS, o f  Bargoed, Kid-Gl amorgan. 
I not ice that your f i rst issue contains myths ari s i ng f rom t he mi ners ' 

stri ke .  two which c i rcu l ated in this part of t he wor l d  were : 
1> • they have a c omplete ward in levi l le Hal l  Hosp i tal , Abergavenny , 

fu l l  of miners who rece i ved head i nj ur i es from the po l ice at Orgreave . •  
2> • A  man l i vi ng near us has ason servi ng wi t h  BAOR i n  Germany,  bu t 

when he went to Orgreave he saw h i m  in the pol i ce ranks weari ng po l i ce 
u n i f orm. Vhen his fathe r  sai d  ' he l l o , ' the son told h im t o _ keep qu i e t  
about i t ,  as i t  wa s  supposed t o  b e  secre t . • 

From JOHI KICHBLL,  in London. 
Xuch e nj oyed your big cats round- u p .  You comment on lack of 19th 

centu ry reports .  Vhat about the phantom • bl ac k  dop;s"? They see m  in many 

ways s i mi l a r .  I heard f rom a f r i e nd who s i ghted a wi l d  boar in Glos. , 
recent ly.  

UNDE HEATH 
THE ARC HE 

i rad i o  j oke l ad to po l i ce al arm at i nqu i ries from j ou rna l i st s  that 
a pol i ce van conta i n i ng &ix pri soners had crashed. Accordi ng t o  t he 
Jorth Yorkshi re Pol ice magaz i ne ,  Pol ice Box , the story had appare nt l y  
bee n  broadcast b y  B. B . C .  Rad i o  Cleve l and . t he a i rwaves j ape went : • A  
po l i ce va n conta i n i ng s i x  pri soner& ha& col l i ded with a ready-mixed 
concrete l orry. the pr i sone rs have e&caped and the pol ice are now 
l ooki ng for six hardened c r i mi na l s . • The d i arist at the Rorthern Echo 
c rowe d :  • Ye l l ,  at least no one on the Echo fe l l  for i t . • <29/6/79 ) .  

that same issue , that newspaper had another story headl i ned • Bl ast 
e xp l odes horror myt h . " Thi s  tale of a l egendary horse and cart bur i e d  in 
the fou ndat i ons ofa rai l way viaduct be i ng demol i shed fa i l ed to recognise 
the i mpl i cat i ons of fou ndat i on sacr i f i ce r i tual pract ice . But t h i s  i s  
not the place t o  d i g  up ta l es o f  dogs , cats , nu b i l e  v i rgi ns ,  sku l l s  o r  
be l l  j a rs bu r ied w i t h  the • i ntent ion  o f  prov i d i ng cere moni a l  prophy l a x i s  
aga i nst harm, " a s  N i ge l Pe nnick observes i n  h i s  br i e f  bu t exce l le nt 
pu bl i cat i on on this mass i ve subj ect , • s ku l l s ,  Cats and Y i tch Bot t l e s . " 
< N i ge l  Penn i c k  Ed i t i ons , 1986 > . Or how mass i ve concrete caps wi l l  sea l  
1 2 5  tons o f  Cha l l enger space shu t t l e  de br i s  <Toda y ,  6 / l / 87 > ,  a ma n  who 
d i ed f rom A I DS has been e ntombed in concrete <var i ous da i l i es .  
25/ l l / 86 > , an a i r  ra i d  she l ter du r i ng the Bl i t z was s o  badl y  bombed the 
bod i e s we re a l legedly l e f t  and it ce mented over <persona l letter , Mi ke 
Co l l i e r ! , or the bi zarre Yorks � i r e ma n  who whe n he d i e s  wi l l  be bu r i ed by 
a syst e m  of wha e l s  and pu l l eys encasi ng h i m  in concre te , leav i ng j ust 
two f i ngers exposed to the world in a gestu re of scorn f or au t hor i t y  <S .  
E:<press , 1 1 / 1 / 87 > . 

A story popu lar for many years is that var i ous v i l l a i ns have had 
" concrete overcoats" f i tted by r i va l  gang&t ers. I have come across 
se veral var i a t i ons of how people were murdered and the i r  bodies 
supposed l y  embedded i n  the wet concrete o f  motorway const ruc t i ons . These 
have i nc l uded the Kray twi n& du mp i ng a body in the Yestwa y  e xtension 
concrete founda t i ons du r i ng construct i on ,  them pu t t i ng bod i es i n  a K4 
f l yover and that J ack • the Ha t• XcV i t i e  is shor i ng up the Bow f l yove r .  
Xc 'l i  t i e ' s  body and that o f  Frank • the Xad Axeman• Xi tche l l  have never 
been found. Ronni e  and Reggi e ' s brother Cha r l es i &  sa i d  to have c l a i med 
XcV i t i e  • i s swa y i ng at the bottom of the Bng l i sh Channel on an anchor of 
heavy du t y  chai n . " <the Star,  19/ 11/86, Peter Tory column> . Thi s  art i c l e  
says a new book by Ronni e ' s dri ver,  J o h n  • scotch Jack• Di ckson,  
theor i ses that the twins s i mp l y  had the hoods who crossed t hem cremated . 

transat lant i ca l l y ,  aut hor Rodney Dal e  heard an account in whi ch t he 
Bou l der Dam, a massi ve proj ect , was f u l l  of t he bodi es of men who had 
crossed the Xaf i a .  <• The tumour i n  the Vhal e , • Universa l , 1978> . 

Another author, P. Bowl e r ,  has suggested tmarican mobster Tony Bende r,  
who l e f t  h i s  home i n  1962 , never t o  be see n  aga i n ,  now he l ps support a 
Xanhattan apartment bl ock. < • What A Vay to Go , •  1982>. 

Fo l k l or i st Dr Pau l Smi t h  reca l ls,  when as a student working on a 
bu i l ding s i te , a fe l l ow labourer te l l i ng h i m  a &tory about B i rmi ngham' s 
mu l t i -storey Rotunda in the Bu l l  Ring complex. Vhen work fe l l  beh i nd ,  
�he bu i lde r  hi red a t i me  and e f f i c i ency expert . Such type& wi t h  stop-

watches and data sheets usua l l y  provoke an adverse reac t i on .  in this 
case tempers f l ared and the workers gave h i m  a push i nt o  the concrete 
foot i ngs and fol l owed wi th a load of ready-mixed concrete on top of hiu. 
< " The Book of Nas t i e r  Legends , • Rou t l edge & Kegan Pau l ,  1986) . 
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By Paul Screeton 

t eau � l uckl ess workman acc ide nta l l y  f a l l  i nto concre te? Plaus i b­

i l i t y  was re i nf orced by the embe l l i shme nt of t he c l a i m  that soph i st i ­

· .. �ated X- ray equ i pment had been used a l l eged l y  t o  l ocate bod i es -- t o  no 

�vai l .  Yet tru t h  can f o l l ow rumour and a body was once recovered f rom a 

1 0 0-ton b l ock of cement on October 17 , 197 2 ,  af ter a bri dge co l la psed i n  

Pasadena , Ca l i f or n i a .  

Vhe ther facet i ou s o r  true , a gruesome sta tement was made a t  the O l d  
Ba i l e y  i n  1980 when du r i ng the M Cont rac t K i l l i ngs" t r i a l , a pre t t y  
bl onde spoke of an amaz i ng comment abou t the mu rder of nurs i ng home 
c h i e f  Freder i c k  Sherwood . M i ss Pa t r i c i a  Bos l e y sa i d  her l ove r ,  Pau l  
Morton-Thu rt l e ,  t he accused , told her Mr Sherwood • cou l d  have been 
me l t ed down at Ford ' s and be goi ng rou nd i n  the f ront end of a Ford 
Escort . •  the court had heard t he c l a i m  that t he accused had put a L4 , 000 
cont ract on Xr Sherwood . 

That rumour can aga i n  become real i t y  is test i f i ed f rom another case , 
this t i me  the M Ha nd l e s� Corpse• t r i a l  at Lancaster in 198 1 .  the j u ry 
heard t hat a de fendant made a concre te mix of b l ood and sand whi l e  
c l eaning up a f t e r  a mu rder .  Ke i t h  Yi l l i a m  Ki rby ,  the po l i ce a l l eged , had 
said that about two pi nts of bl ood spi l l ed when Mart i n  J o hnstone ' s  hands 
were cut off , had dr i ed and he made a concrete mix and took it away. 

From c i vi l  cri me to war c r i mes comes a c l a i m  i nc l uded in a reapprai sa l 
of the only Naz i  concentrat i on camp on Br i t i sh sove re i gn territory 
dur i ng the l ast war ,  t he notori ous Syl t  Ca mp , on Alderney.  One of the 
i s l and ' s shopkeepers,  Xr Ra l ph Du p l a i n  <78 > , sa id atroc i t i es occurred 
and : • I  saw photographs after the war of the heads st i c k i ng out of a 
wal l  of ceme nt .  Whet her they were a l i ve or dead I do not know but l et ' s 
not beat around the bush , t hese thi ngs d i d  happen. • < D .  Bxpress, 
2 9 / 5 / 8 1 > . 

Last l y  Hol ger Hi l l e r ,  l eader of 
a band o f  music ians cal l ed Pal a i s  
Schaumberg, t e l l s  j ourna l i st J u l i e 
Ashcroft of a German Peter Sutc l i f f e .  
• Yi t h  a twi nkl e i n  h i s  a ye < he >  t e l l s  
me that t he bar wa are i n  was the 
hangout o f  the famous German mu rderer 
Herr Hooka. ' He used to meet o l d  
prost i tu tes hare , t a k e  t h e D  up to h i s  
apartment above t he bar , ki l l  t hem, 
and then put the i r  bodi es in t he 1 
wal l ' ! •  <New Mus i ca l  Bxpress, 1 4 / 1 1 / 8 1 > .  

So much for stor ies wi th or wi t hou t foundat ion. 

-

2 3. 
< cont i nued  f rom Page 10> 

have been manuf actured in a l aboratory - perhaps by the traditiona l ly 
ammoral "mad scientist " ,  by accident or to further the perennia l Mad 
S cientist's dream o f  ruling the ·world . The Sun o f  1 3  December 1 9 85 
d e signated the vil lain as somebody experimenting with a l etha l sheep

� virus , but unfortunate l y  didn ' t  exp lain why • •  l et a lone where or when .� 

But j ust suppose the mad scientist was not working on his own beha l f  
o r  out o f  some private monomania . B y  far the most common ly-heard variant 
on this theme indicates that AIDS is not a " natura l "  virus but something 
produced as an o f f shoot of government research into germ warfare . Typif­
-ying this improvisation on the crypto-conspiracy theme ( which l e nds 
its e l f  so convenient ly to radica l sou l s  at odd s with the .E .stab lishment 
as a matter o f  principle ) is an artic l e  forwarded to me by Andy Roberts , 
who recove red it from Today o f  9 January 1 9 8 7 . The contents r e l ayed 
the belie f s  of a ce rtain Zappa ( Frank? how many people named "Z appa " 
could there be ? )  that a subtl e  cover-up was in progress via a prog ramme 
of disinformation which was calcul ated to disguise AIDS' sinister and 
governmental origins . And � · s source was said to be artic l e s  'py 
a reputab le scientist' who a l l eged that the virus had been produced at 
Fort Detrick , Mary l and ( 'now Ame rica's foremo st bio logical warfare 
dump' ) using data taken from a Japanese POW camp where prisoner s had 
been sub j ected to fiendish germ war fare experiments . Bad news , indeed , 
and it was j ust as we l l  that Z appa could point to a reputab l e  s cientist 
a s  an autho rity figure lest his warning be dismis s ed as s heer s ci­
fantasy . But there was wors e to come : the virus could have been un leash­
-ed 'to test its e f fectiven e s s  as a weapon which doesn ' t  damage property ' 

Seen against the current background of s uspicion about what the military 
are getting up to , the rumour-legend has a measure of p l ausibil ity . 
Many Americans cou ld have believed it : believing the wor st of the cryp­
-tocracy is not dif ficult and may even be common sense . The trend 
towards suspecting government bo f fins had a l re ady surfaced in the 
British pre s s  some months be fore and was apparently expres sed as a f ac� 
in a pane l list's reply on the BBC Radio programme , "Any Questions? " .  
I t  was r e futed j ust as decisive l y  by Anthony Pinching , a c linic a l  
immuno logist a t  St Mary's Hospital ,  London a n d  senior adviser t o  the 
British government on AIDS , who wrote to the BBC pointing out that the 
pane l list had confused theory with f act in a mos t  unforgivab l e  way . 
More specifical l y , the theory its e l f  conf l icted with known historic a l  
f act : AIDS cou ld not have been manufactured b y  military (nor any other 
kind of} s cientists because it was now known to have existed long be fore 
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the techniques o f  genetic engineer ing nec es s ary to create such a virus 

did . Emory univers ity S choo l of Medicine tAt l anta ) researcher s had 

detected AIDS antibody traces in a frozen b lood- sampl e  from a man 

l iving in Z a ir e  which dated back to 1 959 - or 1 1  years before the 

way to pro� viru s e s  of the f ami l y  to which AIDS be longs had been 

d i s covered � 

But , the consp i r acy-buf f s  would reply , of course s uch an E s t ab l i shment 
f igure would say someth i ng l ik e  that . Hiding the g u i l t  of f e l low­
scientis ts , contributing t o  the grand cover-up • •  what e l s e  could he 
have said? And where was the proof that the genetic d i s cover i e s  he 
spoke of hadn ' t  been made years before the o f f ic i a l  announcement? AI DS 
i s  a per fect theme for this k i nd o f  rumour l egend proce s s : it voices a 
preva l ent anti-estab l i s hment process in a fashion that guar antees it 
cannot be s i l enced by r e ference to h i s torical fac t . The real Truth is 
h idden - wha t  we are told i s  the Truth i sn ' t .  

var iations on the crypto-cons piracy/germ warfare theme s hade over into 

racism : the a l legation that a cul ture --� culture - i s  b e ing under­

-mined by members of anothe r , e i ther a s  part o f  a covert take-over bid 

or as the outcome o f  irremedi a b l e  d i f f erences in standards of hygiene 

and behaviour betwee n  U s  and Them . Urban legends of ten encapsu l ate 

suspicion or forthright condemn ation of a l iens who appear s e t  to invade 

and ruin our way o f  l i f e . Therefore the idea of AIDS a s  a weapon for 

such an i nvadi ng force is a f a i r ly predictab l e  fo lk- statement . 

That AIDS s hould be named as the latest Rus s ian s ecret we apon - as i t  

seemingly w a s  b y  warren J .  H amm�an of the Executive Inte l l i�
ence 

Review - was s impl y  inevi t ab l e .� No t  t h a t  th is l ine o f  think�ng was 

conf ined to the hawks of the P en tagon ; around the s ame t ime demons trators 

outs ide the Nobe l P r i z e  Ceremony in Os l o  hoi sted p lacards c l aiming that 

AIDS had been invented by Rus si a n  s cient i s t s�nd spread (surpr ise , 

s urpri s e ! }  by the KGB . to undermine the Wes t . Just as inevitab ly , 

the Swedi s h  press noted. tha t  the Rus s ians were f i ngering the C IA .  

commenting o n  Mos cow Radi o  reports that attributed the virus t o  activ­

- i t i e s  of "Ame r icans ove r s e as , "  Harley S treet venereo l o g i s t  Dr John 

s e a l e  rep l ied that you might as we l l  l evy the s ame accu s at ion against . � 
the B r itish • •  the Aus t ra l i ans • •  the C anad i ans .� No doubt s omeone some-

-where did . 

so i t  goes on . One letter to the Swedi s h  newspaper �ydsvenska Dagb l adet 
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accused white racists o f  fabricating or u s ing AIDS to decimate the 
b lacks ; e l sewhere the b l acks are s upposed to have " evo lved " the virus 
and promi s cuous l y  s pread it to the whites . It takes next to no acumen 
to read into this the ancient censorship against sexua l l i a i sons 
between races . The mora l , if it des erves to be c a l led that , is simple : 
they ' re not the same as us - they have d i f ferent s tandards - never the 
twa in should meet and if they do there ' l l be hel l  to pay . 

East and West aren ' t  suppo s ed to mee t , e i ther , and it i s n ' t  rea l ly 
curious to f ind that so rac i a l ly-consc ious a peop l e  as the Japanes e  
ca l l  AIDS the 11 White Man ' s  D isease " .  A s  yet ( and going by t h e  number 
of known cases when comp3 red wLth tho s e  of Europe or the USA )  that 
country has only a minima l AIDS prob l em , but qu ite enough o f  one to 
cause a panic which , reported L i s a  Mar tineau earli er thi s  year , was 
' giving f u l l  reign to Japan ' s  mos t  virulent di sease - xenophobia ' � 

It began with reports that a pros t i tute had j us t  become the country ' s  
f i r s t  fema l e  ( and f ir s t  heterosexua l )  fat a l i ty from the viru s . AIDS 
ho t l ines were opened in many Japanese c i t i e s  and in Tokyo a lone 150 , 0 0 0  
ca l l s were logged i n  a span o f  2 4 - 4 8  hour s . For a l l  i t s  deeprooted 
sense of racia l d i f f erenc e , Japan seems to have reacted in much the 
s ame way to the threat as cul tures everywhere e l se ; the eye of suspicion 
f e l l  at once on the ga ij in - the fore igners . Despite evidence that the 
woman was thought to have consorted wi th about 1 0 0 d i f ferent men -
despite a commensurate l ack o f  evidence that any one of these in fected 
he r - authorities s ingl ed out a Greek s e aman a s  the cau s e  o f  the 
trouble . The pros titute was a l l eged to have had a pref e rence for non­
Japane se males ; she had been seen with Cauca s ians , had l i ved fer a 
time in Greece and reputedl y  wished to emigrate abroad , any or a l l  of 
which cou ld be taken as an o f f ence against her native cul ture . Her 
death , said one newspaper , ' marked the tragic e nd o f  an i n fatuation 
w i th Europe ' • 

Swit ching the focus to other suspect components o f  s oc iety , it was a l s o  
remarked that most o f  J apan ' s  2 6  reported AIDS victims ( 1 8  o f  whom had 
died) were said to have been homo s exual s  who went with foreigners ; gay 
bars and bath-houses were now turning ga ij in away . Hence not one but 
two dangerous and 11 Unpatrio t i c "  forms o f  s exual laxity - mis cegany 
and homos exua lity - cou l d  be hammered at the s ame t ime . 

Bookshops seem uncertain how urban l egend t i t l e s  should be disp layed 



to best advantage . Usu a l l y  they end up shelving them in the " Wi t  
& H umour " s ection along s ide the Peri shers a n d  t h e  . late s t  toi l e t-
j oke vo lume ; an unlucky i f  natur a l  cho i ce in many ways , s ince it 
encourage s  the idea that modern folk lore i s  j us t  good fun - i f  not 
always good c lean fun - and nothing that needs to be taken too serious­
-ly . The often-dis turbi ng me s s ages conta ined in AIDS - lore - i t s  tac it 
racism especi a l ly - argues versus this cosy p icture o f  " harm l e s s "  
folklore . A t  the very l e as t , awarene s s  o f  the deeper meanings which 
such material contains s hould make u s  l ook c are f u l ly a t  contemporary 
lore and the ways i n  which it is be ing used or abused . 

We coul d  be see ing only the s tart o f  AI DS - lore . Each emerg ing phase 
wi l l  ma tch ( .i f  in d i s torted form )  fears aris ing from the latest inform­
-at ion-cum- speculation on the topic and it s eems safe to predi c t  that 
print media are likely to b e  as active a source for the d i s s emination 
o f  legends/rumours a s  convent iona l ora l one s . Th is is an inescapab l e  
conc l us ion , s e e ing how t h e  pre s s  a r e  pre s ently unab l e  to l e ave the 
thing a l one . ' Everybody s e ems to be on the look-out the s e  paranoid 
days for new and s trange d is e a s e s , '  said Peter H i l lmore , wr i t i ng under 
his Pendenni s  persona for The Observer . � I  my s e l f  have not i ced an 
alrming outbreak of s ome th i ng c a l l ed Aids Artic l e s ; there s eems to be 
no cure - The Times h a s  i n s tructed its med ical s ta f f  to write at least 
one Aids story a day - and s ome experts predict that innocent newspaper s  
a l l  over t h e  country could s o o n  be covered with them ' . Come to think 
of i t , aren ' t  they a l re ady? 

AIDS is a mul ti purpo s e  mot i f  for the s e  times as we l l  as for The T ime s .  
I t  i s  expres s ing concerns and p reconcept ions that we ought t o  know 
about ; with the Government exhorting us not to die of ignorance about 
AIDS , we may do wel l  to spare s ome time for cons idering what the s e  
things mean . 
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Bru nvand t eaches in t he De pa rtment of Eng l i sh at the Uni versi t y  of Utah . 
He is cu rrent l y  wor k i ng on a master ou t l i ne of u r ba n  l egend pl ots and 
themes  to make trac i ng and compar i son more convenient a nd sc i ent i f i c .  
H i s  art i c l e  i s  a general p i ece about h i s  approach to studyi ng modern 
myths, wh ich prev i ou s l y  appeared i n  a smal l newsl etter pu bl i shed i n  
Chi cago ca l l ed Express i ons.  

K I CHAEL GOSS. K i ke apo l og i sed for t he l engt h of t h i s  art i c l e  and 
a l t hough I wou l d  pre f e r  cont r i butors to wri te a t  no more t han ha l f  t h i s  
l e ngt h ,  I cou l d  not c u t  i t  and i t  deserves you r fu l l est attent i on . He ' s  a 
we l l - known cont r i bu tor to such magaz i nes as Common Ground , Kagon i a  and 
The Unknown .  

PAUL SCREETON. I s  a n  au t hor , se n i or j ou rna l i st and has be e n  edi t i ng 
magaz i nes non-stop s i nce 196 9 .  • underneat h  t he Arches• focuses on asma l l  
area o f  fou ndat i on sacr i f i ce l ore . Whether t he Underwor l d  does cement 
re l at i onshi ps is d u b i ou s ,  but i t s  popu l a r i t y  as a cartoon su bj ect -- as 
de p i cted -- revea l s  urba n  j ungl e be l i e f  in i t  is a l i ve and we l l .  A 
l e ngthy art i c l e  expand i ng i nt o  fou ndat i on sac r i f ice was publ i shed by t he 
wr i t er in the Ka i l ,  Hart l epoo l . 

SHE I LA ELGE Y .  For i t  was she who wrote t he hoax l e tter &tory . The 
vers i on reproduced was on t he f ront page o f  the Ma i l ,  Hart l epoo l , on 
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Out of the bag 
A LO N DO N  frie nd, whose 
beloved cat died quietly from 
old age just before Christmas, 
tells me that she was not only 
deeply distressed by the loss of 
her pet but also in difficulty as 
to bow to lay the chap to rest. 

In the end she agreed with 
her brother that he would take 
�e b�y _ t_cL 

th� 
_

country and 
bury it in the garden of their 
parents' home. So she took the 
cat, wrapped in newspaper in a � 
white carrier big, by bus to her­
brother's flilt on the other side 
of town. 

On the way my friend burst 
into tears ind wu comforted by 
a sympathetic fellow pissencer 
who wu ilready si•ing on the 
bus, surrounded by shopping. 

When the brother cot down to 
the country, hid dug the crave 
and looked into the bag, he 
found i Sib leg of New Zeiland 
lamb. 
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The pos tcard repr od u ced here appeared i n  RA I LWAY WORLD , 
March ,  1 976 , and had bee n  sent by a corresponde nt . I t  
was bou ght du r i ng a v i s i t t o  Sou th A f r i ca , a nd accord i ng 
t o  t he shop where i t  was so l d  t he scene was a s ma l l way 
s i de stat i on j u st ou t s i de Port E l i zabe t h .  The rai l wa y ma n  
i n  the pi c t u re had b o t h  l egs badl y cru shed i n  a n  acc i de nt . 
Be i ng u na b l e  to ope rate t he p l a t form l e ver f ra me h i mse l f ,  
he cau ght a baboon on a nea rby mou nta i n  and t ra i ned i t  t o  
pu l l  the l e ve rs f or h i m u nde r h i s  su pe rv i s i on - - an u nu s u a l  
e xamp l e of remot e s u pervi sory control . Hmm! B u t  wha t wa s a 
ma n  wi t h  f a l se l e gs doi ng on a mou nta i n  a nd spectac u l ar l y  
a b l e  t o  appre he nd a n  ag i l e ape? O r  a m  I a spoi l spor t ?  

MAD MATR I ARCHS SHOCK HORROR 

An u n i nte nt i ona l l y  h i l a r i ou s  art i c l e , " Ant i f e mi n i st 
Trou b l e makers at G l astonbu ry" , has appeared i n  THE P I PES 
OF P . A . N . , No . 24 . I t  i s  l arge l y  a persona l a t tack on Tony 
Robe rts bu t I a l so come in for a swi pe . I t  is wr i t t e n  by 
someone c a l l ed Va l er i e  Remy ,  who I ' ve never e v e n  heard of 
·t o  my reco l l ect i on .  For my own part , I wou l d  j u st l i ke to say 
here for anyone who be l i e ve s  I e xpressed to QU I CKS I L V ER MESS­
E NG ER my " sympa t hy for ant i f e mi ni sm" t hat wha t I ac t u a l l y 
d i d  was acknowl edge I was an u nasha med ma l e  c ha u v i n i st . That 
is not qu i t e the same . My wi f e , f e ma l e  c o l l ea g u e s  a nd other 
wome n who know me wi l l  vouch my not be i ng a nt i f e mi n i st . 


